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Weight of Glory

October 17, 2021 | 21st Sunday after Pentecost

Godhead here in hiding, whom I do adore,
Masked by these bare shadows, shape and nothing more,
See, Lord, at thy service low lies here a heart
Lost, all lost in wonder at the God thou art.
~ Thomas Aquinas, 1225–1274, translated by G.M. Hopkins
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Call to Worship
Leader:

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth
and it was good.

All:

God said “let there be light”
And he filled the heavens with the sun, moon, and stars,
And he gave us days, years, and seasons
and it was good.

Leader:

God said “let there be land and water”
And he filled it with swarms of all living things big and small
And it was good.

All:

Leader:

All:
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from Genesis 1, Isaiah 55, and Psalm 8

And God made us in his image,
In the image of God he made us,
And it was very good.
Let us go out with joy and be led forth in peace;
the mountains and the hills will sing;
the trees of the field will clap their hands.
And we will all shout:
O LORD, our Lord,
You are good!

Matt Scott (addl. text Paul van der Bijl)
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Praise the Lord All Praise and Blessing, Words and Music, Matt Scott, 2013, addl. text, vdBijl, 2017

Invocation
Leader:

All:

Almighty God, you have shown us your power.
God of grace, you have given us minds to know you,
hearts to love you, and voices to sing your praise.
Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory
and worship Christ in spirit and in truth.
Come, Holy Spirit, Amen.
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Confession of Sin,
Leader:
All:

from Lamentations 3

Let us test and examine our ways and return to the LORD!
Let us lift up our hearts and hands
to God in heaven:
We have transgressed and rebelled.
Silent time to pray and confess
A prayer to help with confession:
God of all flesh, in Jesus Christ you have immersed divine splendor and wisdom into
human life. You are not repelled by the shabbiness and shamefulness of our lives but
seek to redeem us. We confess our repulsion from those whose actions bewilder us,
whose sorrow burdens us, or whose good fortune somehow detracts from our lives.
Our compassion is limited to those like ourselves. Our kindness is reserved for those
kind to us. O God, forgive us. Cleanse us of self-centeredness and open us to the
(from Lamentations
3) love, manifest in all creation.
whole breadth and length, height
and depth of your
Isaac Wardell/Robert Heiskell, 2011
Amen.

We Are Not Overcome
verse 2a, 3a, and 4, Paul van der Bijl, 2013
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We Are Not Overcome - from Lamentations 3; Words Isaac Wardell/Robert Helskell, Music by Isaac
Wardell, 2011
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Assurance of Pardon,
Leader:
All:
Leader:

All:

from Lamentations 3 and Ephesians 1

I called on your name, O LORD,
from the depths of the pit;
You came near when I called on you;
and said, ‘Do not fear!’
In Christ we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of his grace.
(from Lamentations 3)

We Are Not Overcome
Isaac Wardell/Robert Heiskell, 2011
verse 2a, 3a, and 4, Paul van der Bijl, 2013

Sing to Assure
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Lessons from the Word
read by Sarah Bauer j, Sarah Marlow k
Old Testament Lesson -		
Gospel Lesson -			
Reader:
All:

Exodus 34.29-33
Mark 9.2-8

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
Respond to the Word
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bright - est ray.
sens - es light.

O Splendor of the Father’s Light, Words: St. Ambrose (340-397). Music: mode 1, Antiphoner, 1400’s

The Word
Pastor Aaron Baker
With Unveiled Faces, 2 Corinthians 3:7–18
Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the
Israelites could not gaze at Moses’ face because of its glory, which was being brought to
an end, will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? For if there was glory in the
ministry of condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. Indeed,
in this case, what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that
surpasses it. For if what was being brought to an end came with glory, much more will what
is permanent have glory.
Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, not like Moses, who would put a veil over his
face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an
end. But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that
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same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. Yes, to this day
whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. But when one turns to the Lord, the veil
is removed. Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into
the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is
the Spirit.
Notes:
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Come, Lord, ride out your gleam-ing course and be our dawn our light's true source.
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Passing the Peace and Preparing the Gifts
2 Corinthians 13:11-14: Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live in peace;
and the God of love and peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet
you.

Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts
We lift them up to the Lord.

Greet each other in the name of Christ
Giving back to God a portion of what he’s already given us is an important part of the Christian life. The
bread and wine we use in communion are a picture of the gifts that God has given us, offered back to him as
an act of worship. You can offer your resources back to God in support of the work of the church by placing
your offering in the boxes in the back on the way out, or you can give online at covenantchicago.org/give.
You can also use the QR code on page 15.
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#4
& 4 œœ

œœ œœ

œœ œœ

Praise God, from whom all

? # 44 œœ

œœ œ
œ

œœ œ
œ

U
œ œœ œœ œœ
œ

œ œœ œœ œ
œ

œœ œœ œ
œ
u
œ œ U
œ
œ œ œ

bles -sings flow; Praise Him, all crea - tures here be - low;

œœ
U
#
& œ œœ œœ œœ œœ œ œœ œœ

œœ œ œ
œ
u
œ œ œ œ
œ
œ œ

œœ œœ œ œœ
œ
U
œ œœ œ œ
œ œ
œœ

w
w

w
w

Praise Him a - bove, ye heav'n -ly host; Praise Fa- ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. A - men.

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œœ œ œ œ œ
? # œœ œ œ œ
œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ
u

Doxology, Words: Thomas Ken, 1709, Music, German Psalter, 1561
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The Great Thanksgiving
Leader:

All:
Leader:

As we approach your table, grant us the peace with each other that we find in you so
that we can come to this feast united in love. Accept now our offerings of bread, wine
and gifts to you Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, to the work of your kingdom.
With clear hearts and minds,
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O Lord our God,
creator and ruler of the universe.

All:

In the fullness of time, out of your great love for the world, you sent your only
Son to be one of us, to redeem us and heal our brokenness.

Leader:

By the baptism of his suffering, death, resurrection, and ascension you gave birth
to your Church, and delivered us from slavery to sin and death. Once we were no
people, but now we are your people. Therefore we join our voices with all the saints
and angels and the whole creation to proclaim:

All:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Distribute the Bread & Cup
Please note that we serve both red wine and white grape juice.
There is gluten free bread available.

Receiving Communion

Communion (also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal of baptized
Christians. We invite all to partake of this sacrament who trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation,
and seek strength to live more faithfully for him.

Silent prayers for reflection
Prayer for those taking communion
Lord Jesus, your perfect life, your death and resurrection are the source of all blessing
in this life and the life to come. As I eat this bread and drink this cup, renew me in the
joy and glory of knowing and serving you. I come to this table on the basis of your merit
only and not my own. As you have completely and fully offered yourself for me, I now
completely and fully offer myself to you as a living sacrifice. Amen.
Prayer for those searching for truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim is true,
please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are. Grant that I
might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing
so. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the
life that you promise. Amen.
Prayer of belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but,
through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for
paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering forgiveness and new
life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive
you as Savior and Lord. Amen.
Prayer for those struggling with sin
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed
discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with
your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Grant also that I may see in you the
fulfillment of all my need, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you,
the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run
with perseverance the race set before me, looking to you, the author and finisher of
my faith. Amen.

12

The Lamb Has Overcome
Song for Communion, you are welcomeWords
to joinand Music: Luke Morton, 2011
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The Lamb Has Overcome, Words and Music: Luke Morton, 2011, Green Lake Presbyterian Church ,
Seattle, WA.

© 2011 Walk Out of the Grave Music

13

Leader:

All:

Respond to the Table
Remembering your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we take from your creation this bread and this wine
and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising,
as we await the day of his coming.
With thanksgiving we offer our very selves to you
to be a living and holy sacrifice
dedicated to your service.
Great is this mystery of faith:
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.

The Lamb Has Overcome
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In Community
Announcements about Covenant events and opportunities during the coming weeks.
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Go With Joy
Leader:
All:

All sing:

Let us pray together the prayer that Jesus taught us to pray,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy Kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever. Amen.

To Him who is able
To keep you from falling
To Him to Him to Him
To Him to Him to Him
We are standing in His presence
With our garments clean and white
All glory honor power majesty to Jesus Christ
Jude 23-24, by Sandra McCracken, 2016, Westside Anglican Fellowship, Nashville, TN.

Leader:

Benediction
Romans 15:5–7 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
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Welcome to Covenant Presbyterian Church
TODAY AT COVENANT

•
•

1st Service, 9am

2nd service, 11:15am

Nurseries, ages 0-4, lower level
•
Children’s Worship: preK-5th Grade, lower level

Nurseries, ages 0-4, lower level

Common Ground, 10:15am
•
•
•
•
•
•

Nurseries, ages 0-4, lower level
Sunday School: preK-8th Grade, lower level
High School Sunday School: Education Building, Youth Room
Covenant Life Class: Education Building, Library
Liturgy - Practicing in the Presence of God, lower level, All Saints Room
Coffee and snacks available in classrooms and the Fellowship Hall

ANNOUNCEMENTS IN OUR COMMUNITY
Large Print orders of worship are available in the back of the sanctuary.
New Service Times: Covenant is excited to meet at new service times of 9:00 and 11:15 am. In between the
services, we have Common Ground, which includes children’s Sunday School, adult education, and a place to
gather with each other. You can find additional details about this plan at the Welcome Table or on our website.
Current Mask Requirements: In accordance with the city’s mask mandate, Covenant requires masks for
everyone over 2 at both services and during Common Ground.
October 24 Blood Drive: Join Covenant as we support our local community through a
blood drive. On Sunday, October 24 from 9 am to 2 pm, Versiti Blood Center will bring
their bus to take blood donations in front of Covenant. if you’d like to donate, please sign
up for an appointment slot at
https://donate.illinois.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/5587349.

Administer Justice Breakfast: In July, Covenant founded our neighborhood legal aid clinic, the Gospel Justice
Center, as a part of Administer Justice’s national network. Please join Covenant folks and others for breakfast
on November 18 at 7:30 am at Drury Lane Theatre to learn more about the ministry we’ve joined. Register
at https://www.administerjustice.org/openthegates/ and choose the Oakbrook breakfast to join. Questions?
Contact Linda Gehrs (lmgehrs@gmail.com).
Women’s Morning Bible Study: Join women from Covenant for a bible study on Monday mornings from 9:30
to 11:30 am at the church. The group is currently reading How God Became King by N.T. Wright. Women are
welcome to join at any time and childcare is provided. Questions? Contact Kelley Oldham (kelley.hoover@
gmail.com).
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Liturgy: Practicing in the Presence of God. How does participating in liturgy form us
into the people of Christ? Join Paul van der Bijl and Larissa Bossemeyer for a weekly
discussion to explore our liturgy, what it teaches us, and how God meets us in it. We’ll
meet at 10:15 in the All Saints Room on the lower level of the sanctuary. An optional
podcast is available on our website: covenantchicago.org/events/liturgy/. This week,
we’ll look at the invocation, the call to worship and our use of creeds.Next week, we’ll
discuss the time of confession and assurance. Questions? Contact Larissa Bossemeyer
(lbossemeyer@covenantchicago.org)
Covenant Musicians: If you are a musician and would like to play and/or sing with the
worship team on Sunday mornings, please contact our Worship Director, Paul van der Bijl
at pvanderbijl@covenantchicago.org.
Volunteer with Children’s Ministry: Covenant needs additional volunteers to help in
our nurseries, children’s worship classroom and Sunday school classrooms. We need volunteers during both
services (9:00 and 11:15 am) and during Common Ground (10:15). To volunteer, contact Ian Troll
Common Ground Volunteers: Covenant is in need of additional volunteers to help prepare coffee and snacks
for Common Ground! Volunteers serve either during the 9:00 or 11:15 service to set up or clean up our coffee
service in adult classrooms and the Fellowship Hall. If you’d be interested in helping, please contact Larissa
Bossemeyer (lbossemeyer@covenantchicago.org).
Sermon Devotional Emails: Twice a week, a team from Covenant sends sermon devotional emails that will
help you reflect on and pray through the prior week’s sermon text and Scripture lessons. Email devotional@
covenantchicago.org to sign up.
Let Us Pray for You. Covenant’s staff meets to pray for the congregation throughout the week. We would be
honored to pray for you. You can share prayer requests by writing them on the tear out portion at the back of
the order of worship or by emailing Pastor David (dsalsedo@covenantchicago.org).
Meals Ministry: The Meals Ministry cares for our community by providing occasional meals to individuals and
families. If you have recently experienced health problems, have welcomed a new child into your family, or
have suffered a loss, please visit https://covenantchicago.org/meals-ministry/ to request a meal. The Meals
Ministry also seeks volunteers to cook and deliver meals, and you can sign up to volunteer through the website
link. Questions? Contact meals@covenantchicago.org.
The Redemption Church at Covenant: Covenant is happy to be sharing our space with one of our sister
churches, The Redemption Church. Their worship service begins in our Sanctuary at 1:30pm.
Sermon Text Next Week: 2 Corinthians 3:7-18
Giving QR Code:
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Pastoral Staff

Welcome to Covenant

Aaron Baker
Pastor, abaker@covenantchicago.org

Please fill out this form, tear it out, and put it in one of
the offering boxes at the back of the church.

David Salsedo
Associate Pastor, dsalsedo@covenantchicago.org

circle one:

Dan Adamson
Associate Pastor, dadamson@covenantchicago.org
Jeff Schneider
Church Planting Pastor, jeff@blvdpres.org

Support Staff
Larissa Bossemeyer
Director of Ministries: lbossemeyer@
covenantchicago.org
Gene Pierson
Director of Finance & Property: gpierson@
covenantchicago.org
Ian Troll
Director of Children and Youth Ministries: ian@
covenantchicago.org
Paul van der Bijl
Director of Worship and Music: pvanderbijl@
covenantchicago.org

Session
Aaron Baker (Moderator), Dan Adamson, David
Dillon, Kevin Jones, Brad Lewis, Steve Lehmann,
David Salsedo, Ryan Von Drehle.
Please direct correspondence for the Session to
session@covenantchicago.org.

Diaconate
Rich Lane, Andrew Dykstra, Jonathan Ellison, Phil
Koerner, Joel Miller, Shane Rector, Deb Van Der
Molen, Matt Ver Steeg
Treasurer: Ben Harvey

If you’re in need or wish to speak with a deacon, you can
email us at diaconate@covenantchicago.org.

New to Covenant | Regular Attender | Member

Name:
________________________________________________
Email:
________________________________________________
Address:
________________________________________________
Phone:
________________________________________________

q

#This is new or updated information #

I am interested in:

q

More information

q

Small Groups

q

Service Opportunities

q

Membership

q

Receiving the Email Letter

q

Children and Youth Ministry

q

Other:

________________________________________________
Prayer Requests:

Covenant Life
Worship Together:

We are made to worship the Triune
God, and our worship is always
ordered around Jesus Christ and the
forgiveness and grace he secured
for us by his cross, resurrection and
ascension. Gathering around this good
news together on Sundays strengthens
our appetites, imaginations and
abilities to live as followers of Jesus.

Grow and Learn Together:

Learning about our faith and growing
together in it forms us into human
beings who are fully swept up into
the work God is doing to reconcile all
things to himself in Jesus. Learning
is more than simply knowing; it is the
internalization of truth that leads to
mature thinking and acting.

Serve Together:

The natural outcome of receiving and
experiencing grace is to be propelled
outward into mission and service. All
of us have been given gifts to use for
the good of our common life and for
the good of the broken world around
us, and we encourage everyone to
regularly use their gifts in service.

COVENA NT

PRESBYTERIAN

C H U R C H o f C HIC A GO

a church, a city,
and a world
continually made new
by the grace of Christ
2012 W. Dickens
Chicago, IL 60647
773.486.9590
covenantchicago.org

