
April 2, 2023 | Palm Sunday
the last days



Do you see how the devil is defeated by the very weapons of 
his prior victory?  The devil had vanquished Adam by means 
of a tree.  Christ vanquished the evil by means of the tree of 
the Cross.  The tree sent Adam to hell.  The tree of the Cross 
brought him back from there.  The tree revealed Adam in his 
weakness, laying prostrate, naked and low.  The tree of the 
Cross manifested to all the world the victorious Christ, naked 
and nailed on high.

Adam’s death sentence passed on to all who came after him.

Christ’s death gave life to all his children.

~ John Chrysostom, 2nd century
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Children’s programming is available during both services on the lower level, 
see page 14 for details.

Large Print orders of worship and devices to improve hearing are available 
in the back of the sanctuary.

Welcome
Silent moment to prepare for worship 
By your power may we, with all the saints, comprehend the breadth and length and height and 
depth of the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that we may be filled with your fullness. 
Amen.

All:

All Glory, Words, St. Theodulf, Bishop of Orléans (c. 820),  Music, Melchior Teschner, 1584
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Palm Sunday Call To Worship
from Zechariah 9:9 and Psalm 24

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem!

Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he,
humble and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.

Lift up your heads, O gates! 
and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
that the King of glory may come in.
Who is the King of glory?

The LORD, strong and mighty, 
the LORD, mighty in battle.
The LORD of hosts, 
he is the King of glory.

Leader:
All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

Procession of the Palms

Children process with palms
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Hosanna,	Loud	Hosanna

Text: 	Jennette	Threlfall,	1 821 -1880

Tune: 	Gesangbuch,	Wittenberg,	1784

76	76D

ELLACOMBE
www.hymnary.org/text/hosanna_loud_hosanna_the_little_children

This	hymn	is	in	the	public	domain.		You	may	freely	use	this	score	for	personal	and	congregational	worship.		If	you	reproduce	the	score,	please	credit	Hymnary.org	as	the	source.	
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Hosanna, Loud Hosanna, Words: Jennette Threflfall, 1873; Music: Wirtemberg, 1784

Prayer of Adoration and Invocation

O Mighty King, you are triumphant and victorious and you are our redeemer. 
We praise you and adore you for your great work.

By the power of your Spirit, speak to us as we enter this holy week.
Open our eyes and hearts to your presence today. Amen.

moment of silent meditation

All:

Leader:

Choral: Covenant Choir, Hosanna to the Son of David by Iva Riggs, 2023

Hosanna to the Son of David
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 All:

Leader:

Copyright ©2015 Drink Your Tea Music
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Sandra McCraken, Thad Cockrell
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Have Mercy, Words and Music, Sandra McCracken, Covenant Pres. Church, Nashville, TN, 2015

moment of silent prayer

Prayer of Lament from Psalm 13 

O Lord, we plead with you: 

Hear our lament and prayer -

How long, O LORD? Will you forget us forever? How long will you hide your face from 
your suffering children? How long must we wrestle with our thoughts and every day 
have sorrow in our heart? 

Have mercy on us and those who suffer, O God.

Leader:

All:

Leader:

All:

See our tears and hear our cries. Lead us all through this valley of death’s shadow and 
renew in us the hope, peace and joy of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Have mercy on us and those who suffer, O God. Amen.

Copyright	©2015	Drink	Your	Tea	Music
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Silent time to pray and confess  

Assurance of Pardon Psalm 13:5-6

I have trusted in your steadfast love;
 my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.
I will sing to the LORD,
 because he has dealt bountifully with me.

Confession of Sin Psalm 51:1

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your 
great compassion blot out my transgressions.

Leader:

Africa

William Billings
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Now Shall My Inward Joys Arise, Words: Isaac Watts, 1709, Music: William Billings, 1770, Sacred Harp

All:
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Lessons from the Word  

read by Isak Siemens j

Old Testament Lesson -  Zechariah 9:9-10, p.797
New Testament Lesson - 1 Corinthians 15:20-26, p.961

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Reader:
All:

All sing:

O Splendor of the Father’s Light, Words: St. Ambrose (340-397). Music: mode 1, Antiphoner, 1400’s
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The Word

Pastor Dan Adamson
Who is This?, Matthew 21:1–11, p.826

1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, 
then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to 
me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send 
them at once.” 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,

 5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,
 ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
  humble, and mounted on a donkey,
  on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”
 
 6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They brought the 
donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8 Most of the crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them 
on the road. 9 And the crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna 
in the highest!” 10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, 
“Who is this?” 11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”

Notes:
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Come, Lord, ride out your gleam ing- course and be our dawn our light's true source.
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Sacrament of Communion
2 Corinthians 13:11-14: Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with one another, live in peace; 
and the God of love and peace will be with you.  Greet one another with a holy kiss.  All the saints greet 
you. 

The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Greet each other in the name of Christ

Giving back to God a portion of what he’s already given us is an important part of the Christian life. The 
bread and wine we use in communion are a picture of the gifts that God has given us, offered back to him as 
an act of worship. You can offer your resources back to God in support of the work of the church by placing 
your offering in the boxes in the back on the way out. You can also give online at covenantchicago.org/give, 
use the QR code on page 16, or text a donation amount to 84321.

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

All:
Leader:

Doxology

Jesus	Paid	It	All

Hymnary.org	
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Jesus Paid it All, Words: Elvina M. Hall, 1865; Music: John T. Grape 1868
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Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Leader: Who was sent by you, in your great goodness, to be our Saviour;
by the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh
and, as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin Mary,
was seen on earth
and went about among us.

And now on this most holy of weeks,
we give you thanks because for our sins 
He opened wide his arms for us on the cross;
by dying he destroyed death, 
and by rising he restored to us everlasting life,
so fulfilling your will and winning for you a holy people.

Therefore with angels and archangels,
and with all the saints past and present,
we proclaim your great and glorious name,
for ever praising you and saying:

All:

All:

Leader:

Palm Sunday Great Thanksgiving, from the Book of Common Worship

As we approach your table, grant us the peace with each other that we find in you so 
that we can come to this feast united in love. Accept now our offerings of bread, wine 
and gifts to you Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, to the work of your kingdom.

With clear hearts and minds,
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

We give you thanks and praise,
holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord.

All:

Leader:

Jesus	Paid	It	All

Hymnary.org	
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Receiving Communion 
Communion (also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal of baptized 
Christians. We invite all to partake of this sacrament who trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation, 
and seek strength to live more faithfully for him.

Distribute the Bread & Cup
Please note that we serve both red wine and white grape juice.  
There is individually wrapped gluten free bread available.

Music for Communion

Choral: Covenant Choir, Hosanna to the Son of David by Iva Riggs, 2023

Hosanna to the Son of David.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Silent prayers for reflection 

Prayer for those taking communion
Lord Jesus, your perfect life, your death and resurrection are the source of all blessing 
in this life and the life to come. As I eat this bread and drink this cup, renew me in the 
joy and glory of knowing and serving you. I come to this table on the basis of your merit 
only and not my own. As you have completely and fully offered yourself for me, I now 
completely and fully offer myself to you as a living sacrifice. Amen.

Prayer for those searching for truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim is true, 
please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are. Grant that I 
might be undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing 
so. Give me an understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the 
life that you promise. Amen.

Prayer of belief
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but, 
through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering forgiveness and 
new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for those struggling with sin 
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed 
discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with 
your people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Grant also that I may see in you the 
fulfillment of all my need, and may turn from every false satisfaction to feed on you, 
the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so closely, and run 
with perseverance the race set before me, looking to you, the author and finisher of 
my faith. Amen.
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Remembering your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we take from your creation this bread and this wine
and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising,
as we await the day of his coming.
With thanksgiving we offer our very selves to you
to be a living and holy sacrifice
dedicated to your service.

Great is this mystery of faith:
Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come again.

Respond to the Table
Leader:

All:

The Work of the People

in community
Events and opportunities at Covenant during the coming weeks.

Romans 12:4–6, For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the same 
function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having 
gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them.
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BenedictionLeader:

Romans 15:5–7 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one 
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

Go With Joy

Change the Color:
Red reflects the Passion of Christ in the shedding of his blood and sacrifice for sin.
Henry Hart Milman, 1820

J. Fred Wolfe, 1888, arr by Paul van der Bijl, 2010
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Ride On! Ride On in Majesty, Words: Henry Hart Milman, 1820; Music, J. Fred Wolle, 1888, arr., vdBijl, 2010
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TODAY AT COVENANT

1st Service, 9am 2nd service, 11:15am

• Nurseries, ages 0-4, lower level
• Children’s Worship: preK-5th Grade, lower level

• Nurseries, ages 0-4, lower level

Common Ground, 10:15am

• Nursery: Ages 0-4 (Lower Level)
• Sunday School: Pre-K-8th (Lower Level)
• Sunday School: High School (Youth Room, Ed Building)
• Congregational Meeting (Gym, Ed Buidling)
• Coffee and snacks available in the Fellowship Hall

Welcome to Covenant Presbyterian Church

ANNOUNCEMENTS IN OUR COMMUNITY

Large Print orders of worship and electronic hearing assistance devices are available in the back of the 
sanctuary. An usher can assist you with finding and using these items.

Holy Week Schedule:
April 6, Maundy Thursday: Joint service with our sister church, The Redemption Church, 7:30pm.
April 7, Good Friday: The sanctuary will be open for prayer and self-guided meditation from 11am - 3pm and 
a guided meditation on the Stations of the Cross at 12pm.
April 7, Good Friday: Tenebrae Service, 7pm.
April 9, Easter Sunday: Services at 9:00am and 11:15am. Join us for coffee and refreshments in the Education 
Building between services. Children’s worship and nurseries will run as usual on Easter.

Easter Flowers: If you’d like to donate a flower for Easter Sunday in honor or in memory of a loved one, 
please contact office@covenantchicago.org to make arrangements.  Please consider a donation of $15 for 
each flower to the Easter Flower Fund.  You can pick up the flowers after the 11:15 am service on Easter 
Sunday in the front of the sanctuary.

Serve Breakfast at Breakthrough: On the fourth Saturday of every month, 
Covenant provides breakfast for the Breakthrough women’s shelter. If you 
are interested in volunteering to help purchase, prepare and serve food to 
shelter guests, you can reach out to breakthrough@covenantchicago.org 
for more information.

Congregational Meeting: Join us in the gym today  during Common Ground at 10:15 am. We’ll talk about the 
2023-24 budget, the Accessibility project that was started last year, and some other initiatives and partnerships 
that we’ve been able to build over the last year. Nurseries and children’s Sunday School will be available.

Volunteers in Service Today:
Communion Servers: Hyunseob Kim, Sara Ellison, Kevin Jones (9:00); Eric Strahl, Ian Troll, Lynda 
Adamson(11:15)
Ushers: Chuck Michalek (9:00); Laura and Mike Bagnoli (11:15)
Welcome Table: Bill Heine (9:00); Beth Brinley (11:15)
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Men’s Retreat: Join other men from Covenant for our annual retreat on April 28-30. Whether you are brand 
new to Covenant or a church founder, this will be an opportunity to retreat from the daily grind and start or 
strengthen relationships. Register and learn more at  covenantchicago.org/events/mens-retreat/.

April 16 Blood Drive: Join Covenant as we support our local community through a blood drive. On April 16, 
from 10 am to 2 pm, Versiti Blood Center will bring their bus to take blood donations in front of Covenant. 
If you’d like to donate, please sign up for an appointment slot online: https://covenantchicago.org/events/
blooddrive/.

Feasts, Lost Sheep and a Tiny Mustard Seed: The Parables of Jesus. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus used 
parables to teach about the nature of God, faith and the kingdom. How should we read the parables? What 
can we learn from these short, punchy, and sometimes surprising stories and images?  How do they relate to 
the rest of Jesus’ teaching? Join us for this 6-week class on the parables beginning on April 16 at 10:15 in the 
Library.

Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be: Each week in service, we confess our sins together as a congregation. But 
what exactly is sin, and what has it done to us and to the world as God designed it to be? Join us for this 
5-week class that will explore the doctrine of sin using Cornelius Plantnga’s book Not the Way It’s Supposed 
to Be. Class will meet in the Conference Room at 10:15 beginning April 16.

The Church in the World. Join us for this two-week class led by Covenant’s Mission Committee to learn more 
about the way that Covenant supports the global church. On April 16, we’ll talk about our vision for mission 
involvement, and talk about the missionaries we support. On April 23, we’ll hear from Jamie and Jacki Gildard, 
missionaries we support in Toulouse, France, to learn more about their work. Join us during Common Ground 
at 10:15 in the All Saints Room.

April Mercy Bin: For the month of April, Covenant is collecting 
donations to support New Moms, an organization working 
to change the future for young moms experiencing poverty 
and homelessness in Chicagoland by offering housing, job 

training, and family support. This year, we’re collecting a variety of items such as board books, food pantry 
supplies and baby supplies such as bottles and pacifiers. You can find a full list at covenantchicago.org/
mercy-bin/. Donations will be collected in the Mercy Bin in the back of the Narthex throughout the month. 
Questions? Contact Deb Van Der Molen (dvmolen79@gmail.com).

Small Groups: Covenant small groups meet throughout the city. Small groups are a great way to get to know 
others at Covenant, study Scripture, and pray together. If you’d be interested in learning more about small 
groups, please contact Pastor Dan. (dadamson@covenantchicago.org).

Wednesday Morning Women’s Group: Join other women from Covenant on Wednesday mornings from 9 to 
11 am for a small group. They are currently studying Liturgy of the Ordinary by Tish Harrison Warren. Childcare 
is available. Contact Emily Willis for more details (emily.m.schroeder@gmail.com).

Pickleball at Covenant: Pickleball will be available in the Covenant gym on some Saturday mornings, from 9-11 
am.  Bring your own paddle and join other Covenant folks for some co-ed fun and exercise.  Instructors will be 
available if you have never played and there will be a few paddles available to borrow if needed.  Sign up at 
covenantchicago.org/pickleball for upcoming dates. Contact Ian Cull (iancull74@gmail.com) with questions.

Gospel Justice Center: Please pray for Covenant’s Gospel Justice Center, a legal-aid clinic 
created in partnership with Together Chicago and Administer Justice, and run entirely by 
Covenant volunteers. On the second Saturday of every month, we welcome our neighbors 
with legal questions from the Logan Square, Bucktown, Garfield Park and Humboldt Park 
neighborhoods. Please pray for us to care well for our guests, and pray for us to grow in our 
ability to become a more known presence in our neighborhood.

Giving QR Code
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The wilderness and the dry land 
shall be glad

the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom like the crocus



Welcome to Covenant

Please fill out this form, tear it out, and put it in one of 
the offering boxes at the back of the church.

circle one:

New to Covenant | Regular Attender | Member

Name:

________________________________________________
Email:

________________________________________________
Address:

________________________________________________
Phone:

________________________________________________

q #This is new or updated information #

I am interested in:

q More information

q Small Groups

q Service Opportunities

q Membership

q Receiving the Email Letter

q Children and Youth Ministry

q Other: 

____________________________________________

Prayer Requests:

Pastoral Staff

Aaron Baker
Pastor, abaker@covenantchicago.org

David Salsedo
Associate Pastor, dsalsedo@covenantchicago.org

Dan Adamson
Associate Pastor, dadamson@covenantchicago.org

Support Staff

Larissa Bossemeyer
Director of Ministries: lbossemeyer@
covenantchicago.org

Gene Pierson
Director of Finance & Property: gpierson@
covenantchicago.org

Ian Troll
Director of Children and Youth Ministries: ian@
covenantchicago.org

Paul van der Bijl
Director of Worship and Music: pvanderbijl@
covenantchicago.org

Session

Aaron Baker (Moderator), Dan Adamson, David 
Dillon, Dave Hoover, Kevin Jones, Brad Lewis, 
Steve Lehmann, David Salsedo.  

Please direct correspondence for the Session to 
session@covenantchicago.org.

Diaconate

Andrew Dykstra, Jonathan Ellison, Phil Koerner, 
Joel Miller, Margret-Ann Natsis, Shane Rector, Deb 
Van Der Molen, Matt Ver Steeg

Treasurer: Ben Harvey
If you’re in need or wish to speak with a deacon, you can 
email us at diaconate@covenantchicago.org.
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Covenant Life

Worship Together:
We are made to worship the Triune 
God, and our worship is always 
ordered around Jesus Christ and the 
forgiveness and grace he secured 
for us by his cross, resurrection and 
ascension. Gathering around this good 
news together on Sundays strengthens 
our appetites, imaginations and 
abilities to live as followers of Jesus.

Grow and Learn Together:
Learning about our faith and growing 
together in it forms us into human 
beings who are fully swept up into 
the work God is doing to reconcile all 
things to himself in Jesus. Learning 
is more than simply knowing; it is the 
internalization of truth that leads to 
mature thinking and acting.

Serve Together: 
The natural outcome of receiving and 
experiencing grace is to be propelled 
outward into mission and service. All 
of us have been given gifts to use for 
the good of our common life and for 
the good of the broken world around 
us, and we encourage everyone to 
regularly use their gifts in service.


